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No creation m any sense whatever could come out of
it.
In "the same way, when we speak of the Divine Artificer " creating," or saying " Let there be," there are two things implied : (i) the Divine plan or type-form, and its utterance or delivery (so to speak) to the builder-forces and materials ; (2) the result or the translation into tangible existence of the Divine plan.
In every passage speaking of creation it impossible that both processes may be implied ; it may be clear from the text (as in Genesis i. i) that this is so. But it is equally possible that the first point only, which in some aspects is really the essential matter, is alone spoken of.
And I submit that, given the general fact that God originated everything in heaven and earth (as first of all stated generally in Genesis i. 1-3), the essential part of the detailed or specific creation subsequently spoken of, was the Divine origination of the types, the ideal forms, into which matter endoxved with life was to develop ; without any necessary reference to how, or in what time, the Divine creation was actually realized or accomplished on earth. It may be that the/^r?;/ so conceived and drawn. in Nature's book by the Divine Designer is a final form, up -to which development shall lead, and beyond which (at least in a material sense) it shall not go; or it may be that it is a type intended to be transitory ; * but both the inter-1 The idea which I am endeavouring to make clear is well illustrated